[Neodymium:YAG laser in dermatologic therapy].
We report on our experiences with a powerful neodymium:YAG-laser in treatment of benign and malignant skin tumors as well as various other conditions such as removal of tattoos. The rapidity of the laser treatment which can be carried out under local anaesthesia, allows the treatment of even large tumors in critical locations as well as in the elderly. The cosmetic results are comparable to those obtained by dermatologic X-ray therapy. Before complete healing of the coagulated area is achieved, however, a rather long period elapses. The cosmetic outcome after removal of tattoos largely depends on the level of the dermis the pigment is deposited in; all in all, our results are not superior to other treatment schedules.